T-cell tolerance to viruses.
T-cell tolerance to self antigens is maintained by events that occur within the thymus and in the periphery. Mechanisms that operate on immature T cells within the thymus are effective in induction of tolerance to viruses, but mechanisms of tolerizing mature T cells are likely to break down. This failure of peripheral mechanisms to induce T-cell tolerance to viruses has implications for autoimmunity and for treatment of chronic viral infections.